
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/guinea-bissau 
 

	  

	  

	  

WFP Guinea-Bissau | Brief                                 
Reporting period: 01 October – 31 December 2015                
Country Director: Ussama Osman 

 

W
FP

 G
u

in
ea

-B
is

sa
u

 |
 B

ri
ef

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number 

of 
people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded (%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200526:  
Food and Nutrition 
assistance and building 
resilience of vulnerable 
affected by the post-
election in Guinea-
Bissau  

Mar 13 –
Mar 16 

256,738 27,705,300 28,547,796 103% - 

European	  
Commission,	  Japan,	  
World	  bank,	  
Multilateral,	  UN	  
CERF,	  MC	  Govern	  
Dole.	  

                                                                                                                                                                  *January 2016 - June 2016 
 
Summary of WFP assistance 
 
PRRO 200526 focuses on vulnerable populations in the Biombo, Quinara, Cacheu, Gabu, Bafatá and Oio regions, which 
were highlighted as highly food insecure by the WFP Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Assessment 
conducted in 2010. The Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) report of 2013, showed that food insecurity was 
exacerbated in 2013 by a poor cashew harvest and social unrest. The same study revealed an increasing number of 
households that spend over 75 percent of their budget on food and that 7 percent of the population was food secure. 
Coping strategies include reduction in the number of meals and the sale of household assets. 
 
WFP’s operation was designed to support households and communities to recover from multiple and complex shocks 
compounded by political instability, structural weaknesses, and other socio-economic vulnerabilities. It integrates four 
objectives: (i) to maintain enrolment rates and ensure gender parity in primary schools by providing daily school meals 
and take-home rations for girls; (ii) to treat acute malnutrition among children aged 6–59 months, pregnant and nursing 
women through targeted supplementary feeding (TSF), and to provide food by prescription to people living with HIV 
(PLHIV) and to tuberculosis (TB) clients under treatment; (iii) to prevent stunting in children aged 6–23 months through 
blanket supplementary feeding (BSF); and (iv) to assist communities and households to rebuild and protect livelihoods 
through food assistance for assets (FFA). 
 
The current PRRO was extended until March 31st 2016. The extension enables a smooth transition from the PRRO to the 
Country Programme (2016-2020). The CP has been submitted for approval and it is expected to start in April 2016. The 
CP will be aligned with the human development and agriculture pillars of the Guinea Bissau Government's strategic and 
operational plan (2015-2020) and with human development and economic growth and poverty reduction pillars of the 
United Nations Strategic Cooperation Framework for Guinea-Bissau. 
 
 
 
 

    Food Security Cluster           ETC         Logistics Cluster 

WFP is currently implementing a Protracted Relief and 
Recovery Operation (PRRO 200526), “Food and Nutrition 
assistance and building resilience of vulnerable affected by 
the post-election in Guinea-Bissau”, through March 2016. 
The PRRO supports households and communities to recover 
from multiple and complex shocks compounded by political 
instability, structural weaknesses, and other socio-economic 
vulnerabilities.  
WFP supports 161,680 beneficiaries under this operation, 
and works in close collaboration with Government, NGOs, 
UN Agencies and communities. A five year Country 
Programme (CP) has been submitted for approval and it is 
expected to start in April 2016.  
WFP has been present in Guinea-Bissau since 1974. 

School	  Feeding	  Programme	  in	  the	  Northern	  region	  of	  Guinea-‐
Bissau.	  Photo	  ©	  WFP/Dan-‐Vieiraaff.	  
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP is a member of several sectoral groups (food security, education, nutrition, gender, UN communication group). 
WFP partners with the Ministry of Agriculture, which implements the Food Security and Nutrition Monitoring System 
(FSNMS). Additional partners in this exercise are the EU, FAO and UNICEF. WFP works with the Ministry of Education in 
the implementation of the school meals programme and with the Ministry of Health in the implementation of nutrition 
activities.  

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Over the past 3 decades, Guinea-Bissau has faced recurrent political 
turmoil and social unrest with a consequent disruption in constitutional 
order, which has deeply affected the economy and the provision of basic 
social services. Food insecurity is of chronic nature and is related to 
access, given that but recurrent shocks compound an already precarious 
situation among its population, given that extreme poverty.  Malnutrition, 
particularly stunting, is a major public health problem in Guinea Bissau, 
contributing to infant mortality and morbidity. Nearly half the population 
15 years and older cannot read, with wide gaps in illiteracy rates 
between men (33 percent) and women (62 percent). 

The country ranks 176 out of 186 according to the 2014 Human 
Development Index. Following successful Presidential and legislative 
elections in 2014, the Government elaborated and adopted a 2015-2025 
long-term strategy and the 2015 – 2020 “Terra Ranka” Strategic and 
Operational Plan which was officially presented at the International 
Conference for Guinea-Bissau held at Brussels in March 2015, where 
donor pledges exceeded USD 1.4 billion. The net official development 
assistance received was 12,28 percent of the gross national income in 
2014. Due to the new political crisis started in 12 August 2015 with the 
dismissal of the Prime Minister and the Government by the President, the 
country still facing political instability.   

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

• Through funding from the Global Fund, WFP trained seven 
service providers from Cacheu Region on food by 
prescription to improve their capacities on adequate 
implementation and supervision of Nutrition Assistance to 
HIV Patient under Antiretroviral Therapy. 

• In partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture and FAO, 
WFP organized an event to commemorate World Food 
Day, in Safim, north of Bissau. The Prime Minister 
presided over the event, which was an opportunity for 
advocacy regarding to food security.  

• In November the preliminary results of the 1st round of 
the Food Security and Nutrition Monitoring System 
(FSNMS) were shared for validation in all the four 
administrative zones of the country. Regional authorities, 
traditional authorities, NGO partners and other 
development actors validated the preliminary results. The 
preliminary results show that 10.5 percent of households 
in Guinea-Bissau are food insecure. The final FSNMS result 
will be released in January 2016. 

• WFP trained 114 education staff (schools managers, 
inspectors and regional education authorities) on food 
management and food storage procedures. Among the 
staff trained, 25 percent were female. The training will  
indirectly benefit 30,812 children in 100 schools in Cacheu 
region. Presently WFP is assisting 522 schools in 6 regions 
(Cacheu, Bafata, Gabu, Quinara, Oio and Biombo) and a 
total of 116,468 children are provided with daily hot meals	  

• On December 15th, WFP organized a joint field visit with 
partners and donors to monitor a project funded by the 
European Union and implemented in partnership with 
Caritas GB. 	  

• The recent political crisis, which started in August 2015 
with the dismissal of the Prime Minister and the 
Government by the President, is negatively impacting 
WFP operations due to the difficulties in having 
agreements with authorities signed. The political 
instability has particularly affected school feeding and 
the food security monitoring system activities. 
However, WFP and the other UN agencies, continue to 
work through the technical departments of the 
ministries.  

• Epidemics such as Ebola and cholera are likely to have 
a significant impact on WFP operations. WFP works in 
partnership with WHO on Ebola preparedness 
measures in Guinea-Bissau. WFP continues to provide 
assistance to WHO through the provision of warehouse 
storage for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits. 

 

 


